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April Meeting 
eee 
Getting Started With 
Amateur Satellites 


Friday, April 19th 
8:00 PM 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane 
Lafayette, CA 


MDARC member JC Smith will be the 
speaker at the April meeting. JC will de- 
scribe what it takes for newcomers to get 
involved with amateur satellite communi- 
cations. 

With new amateur satellite launches tak- 
ing place at an ever increasing pace, ama- 
teur satellite communications are on the 
verge of moving out of the realm of the 
exotic into the mainstream. If you’ve ever 
wondered what it takes to “get on the bird”, 
you won't want to miss this meeting. 
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Presidential QRM 
By Larry Gansz, KB2GV 


As 1996 Marched on we completed another successful auction-in fact, the most profitable 
for the club in the last three years. Thanks to the many sellers and families donating equip- 
ment. Thanks also to the buyers. None of this happens by accident. The auction committee 
works year round collecting equipment, getting it ready for sale, and promoting our auction. 
Then, during and after the auction, a great deal of time goes to accounting, distributing money, 
staging, and delivery. The crew led by Dennis, KC6QHH, includes the always entertaining and 
talented auctioneering of Art, AB6HB and Paul, KC6TZU. Others in a vital role include, but 
not limited to, Dick, KT6X, Jay, KT6Y, Mary Jane, N6NVA, Pat KC6GYR, Dick, AA6DL, 
Greg, KE6VTA, Pete, KA6SHE, Brian, KB6SFS, Chris Styles, and Eric Couse. A sincere 
thanks for a job well done! 

dim, WB6LQG, with help from Laura, KE6ETX, Tony, AC6GM, and Paul, WB6DHH, 
completed a very successful class session for novice to extra. Welcome to all the new hams and 
congratulations to the upgrades! ; 

Don't forget we've got lots of public service events coming. Step up, step out, and have 
some fun. Field Day is rapidly approaching, followed by the picnic in July and PacifiCon is 
taking shape and looking better and improved with more attractions. We’re doing something 
right, as we get more requests from different manufacturers wanting to attend. So save your 
October 18th weekend. 

We're looking for people to take charge, assemble teams, and develop action plans for 
each of the Vision and Planning Committee’s recommendations. Here’s your chance to be 
proactive and make very significant impacts on the direction and operations of the club and 
amateur radio, I know you've heard this before, but I’m very serious. If we do not take steps to 
move forward, amateur radio will not survive. Yes, we resist change. Look back at the begin- 
nings of new phases: SSB, FM, repeaters, satellites, packet. Where would we be if, years ago, 
we had stood fast against these? Once again, we need to open new ideas and actively advance 
technology. We can, we willl, it’s right. 

Thanks and see ya on the air. - 73’s, Larry, KB2GV 


Ramblings from the Editor 


As you've noticed by now, I’ve made a few changes this month. I’m trying to soften the 
look of the Carrier and make it more folksy and less formal. I hope you like the changes (and 
I know I'll hear about it if you don’t!) Feedback is always appreciated. 

Dick Schulze and Ray Gaschk have arranged for a bulk mailing permit for the Carrier. This 
should save the club quite a bit of money over the long term. The post office will take several 
days longer to deliver the Carrier for addresses outside of Concord. As a result, I'll need to 
change the Carrier submission deadline from the last day of the month preceding an issue, to 
several days before the end of the month. Check the calendar of events on the last page for the 
actual date of next month’s Carrier deadline. 

I’m looking for someone to do line drawings for the Carrier. If you have artistic flair and 
would like to contribute, please give me a call. 

I received a lot of letters this month as a result of last month’s letter to the editor. The battle 
lines seem to be drawn 60-40, with more opposing the Internet than favoring it. Since most of 
the letters cover the same well-worn ground, I'd prefer not to use any more space beyond this 
issue. If you have something truely new to say that hasn’t been covered before, I’ll consider 
printing it. Remember, folks, the Internet is a too!, not a threat. The Internet no more threat- 
ens amateur radio than CW did in the 1920's or SSB did in the 1950’s. Technology marches 
on. 

Among the flood of letters this month, I received one without a name. Since I've not stated 
my policy on such letters in the past, I will do so now. I will not print anonymous letters to the 

Continued on page 2 
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P.O. Box 23222 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
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loach 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo 
Amateur Radio Club (MDARC). It is the policy of the editor to 
publish all material submitted by the membership provided such 
material is in good taste, relevant to amateur radio and of in- 
terest to MDARC members, and space is available. 

All material must be submitted to the editor by the first of 
day of the month of publication. Material is accepted on a first- 
in, first-out basis. Articles and other material may be submitted 
via Internet email to nj6a@ccnet.com (preferred), via packet 
to NJ6GA@KD4CVR, or delivered to the editor at the address 
listed below. Material will be accepted in plain ASCII, Word 
for Windows, or WordPerfect format. Material may also be 
submitted as hardcopy. 

All material published in the Carrier may be reproduced for 
noncommercial use provided such use credits both the MDARC 
Carrier and the author of the article. Copyrighted material with- 
out accompanying written permission to republish will not be 
accepted. 

The opinions expressed in the Carrier are soley those of the 
editor or other contributors and do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of either the Board of Directors or membership of 
MDARC. 
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Ramblings 
continued from page 1 


editor in future editions of the Carrier. All letters must be signed. I will not print the 
name of the author if he or she so indicates, but all letters must be signed. Since I 
haven't stated a policy until now, the unsigned letter I received this month will run. 

Several writers have noted that the Carrier has been filled with Internet articles of 
late. This is mainly due to the fact that I haven’t received any amateur radio-related 
articles in some time. The content of the Carrier is up to the membership. I'd think 
a club the size of MDARC could come up with at least 2-3 good technical and 
operating-related articles every month. Fire up those word processors! 

I've prepared a writer’s guide for prospective Carrier authors. This guide mainly 
covers the various conventions I use to ensure a consistent look. Send an SASE to 
my mailing address if you'd like a copy. I’m hoping a writer’s guide will save me many 
hours of reformatting submitted articles and text each month. I'm also planning to 
put together a set of Word for Windows templates and paragraph styles. Since half 
of all submitted material is in Word for Windows format, this alone should save me 
several hours a month. 


Club Web Page Goes On Line 
by Paul W. Girard, KC6TZU 


A new way to get information about the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club, Rocky 
Ridge Repeater Group and PACIFICON ’96 is now up an running on the Internet’s 
World Wide Web. You can find the club’s web page at WWW.MDARC.ORG. 

The initial page was designed and put on line by Trinity Partners, Inc. whose chief 
executive officer is club member Andy Coy, KD6LNS. 

In the next few weeks several modifications to the page will be made, according 


www.mdarc.org 
SS 


to Webmaster Paul Girard, KC6TZU. “We have made the first small steps for the 
club, and soon the giant steps for amateur radio will be made,” he said. 

As the page is developed by Greg Nelson, Jack Riley, Mick Galvin and Girard, 
look for hyperlinks to call sign look-up services, a way to find club:members by call, 
telephone, first or last name, and many other “goodies.” 

Plans for the page include spectacular graphics, including movies and still photos 
and perhaps TCP/IP links directly to packet. 

“Well before PACIFICON ’96 the club should be looking at some very interesting 
items on the page,” Girard said. , 


Bill Baker Introduces Legislation for Hams 
By Dick Schulze, AA6DL 


Congressman Bill Baker introduced HR 3207, a bill to provide liability protec- 
tion for amateurs engaged in the Volunteer Examination program and the Amateur 
Auxiliary. The bill, if passed, would bring amateurs while engaged in these activities 
under the protection of the Federal Tort Claims Act. This act though not providing 
blanket immunity would protect amateurs while performing those volunteer services 
from frivolous lawsuits and afford some legal protection. The bill is co-sponsored by 
Congressman Ron Dellums. Our thanks to both Congressmen. Letters to other 
Congressional Representatives requesting support would be in order. 
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- Secretary’s Report 
By Bruce Croskey, AHGU 


As most know, the March meeting was the club auction. There was a short business 
meeting during the break, but no business was conducted. In lieu of minutes, I would like to 
make a few observations I feel are vital to our very existence as radio amateurs. 

In 1959, as WV6JCD, I attended my first MDARC meeting, a club auction. It was 
conducted at the usual club meeting location, a classroom at Diablo Valley College and there 
was a large crown, maybe 70 or 80 people. Now this may seem small by today’s standards, 
but it was huge then. The size difference between then and now is not what causes me to be 
so alarmed. 

Present at that auction was a large number of fellow Novice class licensees who had to 
either upgrade or leave the hobby in twelve months. We all sat together in the back of the 
room not wishing to offend the Generals and other old timers were gathered toward the 
front. We sat there, clutching the five or ten bucks we had gleaned and saved from paper 
routes and various chores, eyes fixed on some particular piece of gear we hoped to buy to 
improve our stations or to just get on the air, Maybe it was a BC610 or an S20R or some 
other “boat anchor” as we call them today, but we were all determined to buy. 

The latest auction had many buyers too, but did you notice the demographics? Where 
were the crowd of Novices or newly licensed Techs? I looked around and saw many of the 
1959 novices, now upgraded old timers, bidding on what we now think of as “collectibles” or 
reminders of their first stations or of the station they wished they had back then. But where 
were the new licensees? Most likely they were at home surfing the “net”. The Net, not on 
two or forty meters, but on the “Web”. 

Amateur radio came up with “no-code” licenses as a way to encourage more people to 
come into the hobby. This made it easier to get started. Well there is a new license out there 
now called the “no license” and with it you can surf the “net” all day and night and never 
have to renew! The population at the auction last week really made this clear. We are a dying 

_ breed. Some day the silent key list will be longer than the roster! We need new blood in our 
hobby, or some day, if the law allows us to operate as our numbers will not justify the 
frequency spectrum we occupy., we will call CQ all day and there will be no one to answer. 

Have you noticed that one of the growing aspects of our hobby today is moonbounce? 
Think about it, hams are devoting their time and sizable resources to being able to hear 


News from Hawaii 
by Dick Schulze, AA6DL 


George Jones, KI6YK, our former Membership Chair who has moved to Maui recently 
communicated by way of the internet. George is a strong supporter of communications by 
amateur radio but says he is not making much progress getting his rig up and running. Thus 
the use of email. George says that Hawaii is great and he and Lillian are enjoying it very 
much. There is an active radio club there and he was working the Maui marathon. The big 
thing there is HF and Dxing. 

He says: “Greetings to all the gang. One of these days the local full service packet BBS 
will be back up and running after being moved. Then I can start sending packet messages 
until we can start planning schedules on HF.” 

George’s email address is: 103517.3713@compuserve.com but I suspect that this will 
only be used until he gets back on HF and packet. 


PACIFICON ’37 
by Dick Schulze, AA6DL 
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Pacificon Satellite 
Special Events Station 
Needs Your Help 


The Pacificon Satellite Special Event Sta- 
tion needs three things. 1) We need head- 
phones, 12 sets, preferably all the same or two 
groups of six and preferably monaural. These 
will be used for an audio monitoring system to 
allow spectators to listen in on the full duplex 
satellite QSOs. Gerry White, WB6IZE, our 
club audio/visual whiz has constructed an am- 
plified audio distribution system with individual 
channel level controls. All we need now are 
the headsets. Our budget is limited, so we can- 
not just go out and buy them retail. Keep your 
eyes open and remember us if you are attend- 
ing a swap meet, and also as you look through 
surplus sale catalogs, for-sale listings on packet, ” 
etc. Any suggestions will-be appreciated. 2) 
We need computers, three of them, PCs - not 
Macs, preferably 486-DX or faster. They will 
be covered by club insurance while at Pacificon. 
The plan is to have one for use by the station 
operators, one running WEFAX and other 
demonstrations, and one for use by the per- 
sonnel answering questions. 3) We need help- 
ers, preferably with some knowledge of satel- 
lite communications or at least a strong willing- 
ness to read and learn. Our goal is to have 
sufficient personnel on hand to allow one indi- 
vidual to operate the station or assist a guest 
operator while two other individuals answer 
questions. It would be nice to have enough 
people in our group so that everyone gets a 
chance to participate in other aspects of Paci- 
ficon, and no-one is stuck at the station all the 
time. We plan to have demonstrations going 
on all the time, even when there is no useable 
satellite in view. 

If you can help with any of these items, 
please contact JC Smith, KC6EIJ, at: 947- 
0540 or by e-mail at: kc6eij@amsat.org, and 
please contact me personally rather than hav- 
ing a friend pass the word on that “so-and-so 
said he’d help.” Incidentally, we would like to 
have everything set up prior to Field Day. 


How much has PACIFICON changed over the years? Consider this excerpt from the August 1937 issue of the SARO News (Society of 


Amateur Radio Operators): 


PACIFIC DIVISION ARRL CONVENTION 


We have received a few details concerning the convention sponsored by the Stockton Amateur Radio Club and to convene at Hotel 
Wolf, Stockton on September 4, 5, and 6. The registration fee will be $3.75 for men and $2.75 for women. A Sargent Super model 21 
will be the reservation prize. Among the events will be a Sunday Picnic with free food and beverage, a final Banquet with the drawing of 
prizes which will be bought and not donated, various contests, famous speakers, Xmitter hunts, swimming, portable rig contests, wide 
open forum, boating, golf tournament, races and many more activities. The hotel rates will be as low as $1.00 per man. Room for two 


with adjoining bath as low as $3.00. 
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Minutes of the Rocky 


Ridge Repeater Group 
March 20, 1996 


The regular bi-monthly meeting of the 
Rocky Ridge Repeater Group was held 
at Stonebrook Convalescent Hospital in Con- 
cord on March 20, 1996. The meeting was 


SSS 


SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 
510 Lawrence Expwy. #102 
(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 


OAKLAND, CA 94606 
2210 Livingston St. 
(510) 534-5757 
(800) 854-6046 


Phone Hours: 

9:30 AM to 5:30 PM 

Store Waik-In Hours: : 
10:00 AM - 5:30 PM * Closed Sundays 


Cali/Write for your HRD Catalog! 


ANAHEIM. CA 92801 
933 N. Euclid St. 
(714) 533-7373 
(800) 854-6046 
Janet. WA7WMB. Mgr. 
Near Disneyland 


H Wew Location! 


PORTLAKD. OR 97223 
11705 S.W. Pacific Hwy. 
(503) 598-0555 

(800) 854-6046 
Fad, KE7OA, Mar. 
Tigard-99W exit 

from Hwy. 5 & 217 
BURBANK, CA 91506 DENVER, CO 80231 
8400 E. ilitt Ave, #9 
(303) 745-7373 
{800) 444-9476 
Joe, KDOGA, Mar. 


2492 W. Victory Blvd. 
(818) 842-1786 

(800) 854-6046 

Jon, KB6ZBI. Mgr. 

Victory Bivd. at Buena Vista 


‘1 mi. west 1-5 PHOENIX, AZ 85015 


KENWOOD 


opened at 7:40 p.m. by chairman Jim Tittle. 
All elected officers, except Director J. C. 
Smith were present. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were 
approved as published in the Carrier 

Secretary Paul Girard reported the or- 
der for sweatshirts with the RRRG logo on 
the back will be sent in on April 19. Shirts 
are $36 each. There will be one order only. 
The was some discussion of having decals or 


DJ-G5T 


2M/440, 

Dual Band 
200 Mems, Clonable 
Dual Rx, (VV or U/U) 
Built-in CTCSS 
Auto-Dialer memories 
Channel Scope 
4:5w w/optional battery 
CALL NOW FOR 
LOW INTRO PRICE! 


WYAESU 
DUAL BAND HANDHELDS 


FT-51R 
2M/440mHz HT 
2W standard 
SW Optionat 
Alpha Numeric 
120 Memories 
Spectrascope 
OTMF Paging Built-in VOX & CTCSS. 
Coded SQL Auto tone search 
Built-in Built-in clock 
Call For i Backlit keyboard 
intro Pricing! 


FT-530 

2M/440mHz 

2W standard, SW opt. 
Mems 


‘Dual in-band Rx 


OTMF paging 
+ coded Sql. std. 


KENWOOD 
TS - 50S/TS - 60S 


1O0W 160-10 Mirs + 10W 6M, Gencov, Rx 
Full OSK, 100 Mems. » Compact, Aemotable 
Dual VFO, 12VDG + 6.2 Ibs, 


100W HF Gen. Cov, Transceiver 
DDS,QSK * 500Hz CW Filter Included 


CALL FOR OUR LOW PRICE! 


patches made. The item will go to the Steer- 
ing Committee. 

Treasurer Stu Cannon reported a bal- 
ance of $11, 139.04 with one unpaid tele- 
phone bill amounting to less than $40.00. 

In the absence of Larry Gansz, MDARC 
president, Jim Tittle reported the auction went 
well with the club netting an unaudited 
$2200. We are still looking for a Field Day 
site. Sam Lipson reported RACES/ARES 
training is scheduled for 
March 21 and the ma- 
jor CALTREX exercise is 
set for April 25. Opera- 
tors will be necessary. 

Projects: Mt. Oso 
ATV link is in limbo until 
the tower is rebuilt. A 
motion to increase the 
amount to be spent for 
the Linkcom DVR to 
$460.00 from $350.00 
was approved to accom- 
modate a price increase 
and the cost of memory. 
The encode PL for 2 
meters has been installed 
at 100 Hertz. The Dop- 
pler project is still ongo- 
ing. There may be a re- 
quest to place the ma- 
chines at homes. It may 
be displayed at the next 
meeting. The color bar 
generator for ATV re- 
mains with no progress 
until the tower is up. 

Repeaters: 

The 440 machine is 
back on the air as of last 
Saturday. Output of the 
three machines, at the 
transmitter, is reported 
as 42watts - 2 meters; 


1702 W. Camelback Rd, 
(602) 242-3515 

(800) 444-9476 
Gary. WB7SLY, Mgr. 
fast of Highway 17 


OAKLAND, CA 94606 
2210 Livingston St 


1-880 at 23rd Ave, ramp ATLANTA, GA 30340 
6071 Buford Highway 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92123 
5375 Keay Villa Rd. 
(819) 560-4900 

(800) 854-6046 
Tom. KMEK. Mgr. 

Huy. 163 & 

Claremont Mesa 


(404) 263-0700 
(800) 444-7927 
dohn, KBANUC, Mgr, 


Washington D.C. area 
14803 Build America Ot. 
(703) 643-1063 

(80D) 444-4799 
Jerry, WA2VGY, Mor. 

Exit 161, 1-95. So. to US 1 


SUNWYVALE. CA 84086 
510 Lawrence Expwy. #102 


|. Mgr, 
XDM@HAMRADIO.COM 
Lawrence Expwy. 
‘So, from Hysy. 101 


SALEM. MH 03079 
Boston. MA area 
224 N. Broadway 
(603) 898-3750 
(800) 444-0047 
Chuck. KM4N2, Mor. 


WEW CASTLE. DE 19720 
3809 N. Dupont Hwy. 
(302) 322-7092 

(800) 644-4476 
Jona. NFL. Mgr. 

RT13 1/4 mi,. So. 1-295 
AZ.CA CO. GA. VA residents add sates tax. 
Prices. specifications, descriptions. subject 
to change without notice. 


CLWGHAMRADIO.COM 
Exit 1. 1-93: 
28 mi. No. of Boston 


Doraville. 1 mi. no. of 1-285 


WOODBRIDGE. VA 22191 


HF Transceiver 6M 


TS-60S - World's smallest HF Transceiver 
100W out. (90W TS-60S, 50mHz only) 
SSB. CW, AM. FM 
12V Gen. Cov. RX, 6.4 Ibs., 7.16 x 2.4 x 9.32” 
105¢b dynamic range, 100 Mems. 

Opt. ext. ant. tuners available (TS-50S only) 


‘CALL NOW FOR OUR RICING! 


1cCOM 


Ic - 706* 


HE/VHF Transceiver 


100W HF 
100W 6 Meters 
10W 2 Meters 
Call For introductory Pricing! 


‘This device has noi been approved by the Federal Communications Commission. 
‘This Gevics #2 not. and may not be, offered for sale or ease. of sok’ oF leased until the 
‘approval of the FCC has been obtained, 


TH-79A(D) “TH-22AT 


2M/440HT 


2.7W 2M. 2W 440 
SW Optional 
DTSS Built-In 

82 Mamories 
OTMF Memories 


Ultra Compact 
2M HT, SW opt. 
40 Memories 
Encode Built-In 
CALL HOW! 


Built-In CTCSS Enc/Dec. 
User-Friendly Menu Sys, 
CALL NOW FOR 
INTRO SPECIAL! 


ICOM 


iC -775/DSP 


HF Transceiver 


200W HF Transceiver * 101 memories 
DSP built-in « Digital noise reduction 
Digital automatic notch » Digital LPF and HPF 
OSK, Digital CW filter * Built-in AC supply 
Twin PBT * Dual watch 
Call Now For The Ultimate Radio! 


65watts - 220 and 
20watts on the 440 
machine. The 440 is 
operating on a commu- 
nity antenna. ; 
Member Dwayne 
McGlothin suggested 
putting in a voting re- 
ceiver and or moving 
equipment to Rocky 
Ridge. This cannot be 
done, it was reported. 
Tower: Reportedly 
the tower atop Mt. Di- 
ablo is being manufac- 
tured in the east. Foot- 
ings have not yet been 
poured because of the 
weather. The new 
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tower may be in service in July. Our antenna position is not yet 
determined. The new tower will be 305 feet in height with four leg 
positions 35 feet apart. 

Tech Committee: The next Tech Committee meeting is March 
25 at Baker's Square, Concord at 7:30 p.m. 

Insurance Claim: Jim Tittle reported the cost to the club, in 
excess of insurance reimbursement for the tower collapse could be as 
high as $2,000. He continues to work on the insurance claim. The 
full costs are to be given to the Steering Committee at its next meet- 
ing. 

New Business: Unless an alternate site for the Breckenridge is 
found before June 1 we will be forced to abandon the LA link since 
we are the only users of the site for ATV. 

The ATV machine is being rebuilt. When we are ready to go back 
on the tower changes will be made in frequencies in order to allow the 
machine to be sanctioned. We are in non-compliance at the moment 
and do not have a frequency sanctioned by NARC. 

LED status panels and new cases for the LinkCom controller are 
not available. The project is scratched. 

On recommendation of the Steering Committee, $250 was allo- 
cated for the purchase of manuals (2 each) for the repeaters to be 
used by the Tech Committee and repair persons. 

A motion was made to advertise both Commodore 128 color 
computers with ATV BBS cartridges in the next edition of ATV Quar- 
terly at a “best offer” price. The equipment may also be advertised on 
the club net, but may not be sold until ATV Quarterly has been in 


A.E.A. Interfaces, TNCs, & Antennas 
Ameco Books, Code Keys & Oscillators 
Amphenol Coax Connectors 
Astron Regulated Power Supplies 
ARRL License Manuals, Repeater Directories 
Reference Guides 
Avanti/Antenna Specialist “On Glass” Antennas 
WSYI Study Guides & Software 
Bencher. Paddles 
Ramsey Do It Yourself Kits 
Bearcat/Uniden Scanners 
Butternut Antennas 


circulation for 30 days. 

Membership in RRRG is being reviewed in order to ease member- 
ship requirements. Paul Girard is formulating a plan to be presented 
to the Steering Committee at its next meeting. The reasoning is that 
many are denied membership by rules requiring attendance at an 
RREG meeting. There is also some consideration to costs of manag- 
ing membership. 

Jim Tittle announced the potential need for a special meeting of 
the RRRG membership to approve equipment purchases. 

Five MDARC members were voted membership. They are John 
Trigg, KF6APX; Alan Pickett, WB6FMT; Mark Herter, KF6UTK 
and Evelyn Rolley, KD6AAR. Brian Rolley, N6TDJ was reinstated. 

The next Steering Committee meeting will be at Baker’s Square, 
Concord, at 7:30 p.m. April 10. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paul W. Girard, KC6TZU 

Secretary 


Callbooks, CD ROMs, Modification Books 
Carol/Columbia Coax Cable 
Cushcraft VHF & UHF Antennas 
Hustler Mobile Antennas 
Gordon West Books and Practice Tapes 
Larsen VHF & UHF Mobile Antennas and Mounts 
MFYJ Keyers, Tuners, TNCs, Switches & Accessories 
Mirage VHF & UHF Amplifiers 
Wm. Nye Code Keys & Oscillators 
PC Electronics Amateur TV Converters & Transmitters 
Van Gordon Antennas, Insulators & Wire 
Yaesu H¥, VHF & UHF Transceivers & Accessories 


Antenna Masts 
Guy Wire 
Mast Bases 
Wire Clamps 


HT Antennas 
Scanner Books 


Copper Wire Codet+Theory Software 
SWR Meters 

Ground Rods 

Coax Patch Cords 

Mic Plugs/Connectors 
PL-259s, BNC and “N” 


Headphones 


Baluns 
Scanner Antennas 
Radio Publications 
Radio Handbooks 
Spectrum Charts 


Magnetic Ant Bases 
Trunk mounts 

Ball Mounts 
Gutter Mounts 
Code Oscillators 


Egg Insulators 


Dog Bone Insulators 
Center Insulators Operating Manuals 
1839 East Street 
Concord, CA 94520 
(510) 685-7388 
Mon - Fri, 10:00 - 5:30, Sat: 9:00 - 4:00 
In downtown Concord between Willow Pass Road and Concord Blvd. 
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Committee Work Adopted: 
Membership Asked To Start The Ball 


Rolling 
By Paul W. Girard, KC6TZU 


The Board of Directors of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club has 
formally adopted the work of the Mission and Vision Committee 
which was presented to the membership at the February general 
membership meeting. 

With the adoption of the Vision and Mission and the priorities 
enumerated by the committee headed by Vicki Zumwalt, N6KLS, the 
board has kicked off a series of events designed to enhance member- 
ship and serve as the club direction into and through the 21st Cen- 
tury. 

The entire presentation of the Vision and Mission Committee is 
printed in this edition of the Carrier. 

Club president Larry Gansz, KB2GV, was encouraged by the Board 

_of Directors to appoint task forces or committees of active members 
to work proactively toward implementation of programs identified as 
priorities. 

Chairs have been appointed for two of the eight priorities. Paul 
Girard, KC6TZU will head up a Public Relations committee and he is 
also chair of the By-Laws revision committee. 

The board at its March 18 meeting indicated it wanted to see 
progress in all nine of the defined priorities by the start of PACIFI- 
CON ‘96. 

Said Gansz, “We want qualified people to head up these commit- 
tees and keep the process on track.” He said the Mission and Vision 
Committee narrowed their defined priorities from a list of about 130. 
The nine priorities should give the club a broad area of recognition 
within the communities. “It all comes back to good public relations 
and publicity,” Gansz said. 

If you are interested in heading, or serving on one of the 
committees, contact Gansz at any club meeting, or drop hima 
note at Post Office Box 23222, Pleasant Hill CA 94523. 


Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club 


Vision and Mission Committee 


THE VISION 

The Mt.. Diablo Amateur Radio Club (MDARC) is among the largest, 
most active ARRL Special Service Clubs, and is a recognized leader 
in the Pacific Division. The club recognizes the need to maintain 
and continue its strong leadership role in amateur radio. 

Our common interest in radio, heightened by rapid development in 
communication technologies, brings us together as a cohesive 
group dedicated to education, public service and promoting ama- 
teur radio. 

Our hobby attracts individuals and families and promotes friendship 

’ with those we talk with around the world. 
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Defined Priorities 
Public Relations and Public Awareness 
Increase Educational Activities 
Public Service Support 
Emergency Preparedness 
Communications Modes 
Ways to Get Members Acquainted with one another 
Accentuate Youth Programs 
Increase Active Membership 
Revise the Club By-Laws 


OOH OHOOF 


The Carrier 


How Do We Accomplish Our Goals? 


@ Public Relations and Public Awareness 
— Appoint a public relations committee to speak with a single ‘voice’ for 
MDARC. 
Public Relations, includes Public Information. The public information aspect 
will help the club gain recognition through the news media, thus public aware- 
ness is accomplished. 


@ Increase Educational Effort 
The goal of the club should be to actively sponsor amateur radio classes as the 
club is now doing though the Adult Education programs. 
~ Foster extra-curricular ham radio events in the middle and high schools. 
- Provide amateur radio books to school and public libraries 


@ Public Service sinmpait 

MDARC participates in many public service activities that include ari walks, 
horse events, parades, bicycle and running events. We need MORE ACTIVE 
PARTICIPATION by both new and old members. 


— Actively identify our participation in events by posting banner or sign. 


@ Emergency Preparedness 
— Foster and encourage active participation by all club members in RACES 
and ARES activities. 
— Encourage members to be prepared for their own emergencies. 
— Members should let neighbors know their capabilities in emergencies 
with respect to communications. 


@ Communications Modes 

Ham radio has many modes that can be used for communications. We 
need to hold forums to show our members, and the community how we can 
and do communicate over the many modes available to us. 


@ Ways to get members acquainted with each other. 
— More social events 
- Ask the person in the orange vest 
— Introductory sessions prior to regular meetings to give club history, 
know your neighbor, etc... 


@ Accentuate Youth Programs 
— Organize amateur radio extra-curricular events for schools. 
— Satellite programs (SAREX, AMSTAT, etc..} 
— Offer books to school libraries 
— Elmer and Mentoring projects 
- MAKE IT FUN 


@ Increase Active Membership 
— Offer more things for members to do: 
“+ QRP Projects 
+ Antenna Classes 
“ Social Events 
+ Committees, PACIFICON involvement, etc... 
@ Revise the Club By Laws 
— The last revision was in 1989. 
— Only a few areas need ‘fixing’ to bring the bylaws current. 
— The By-Laws are only a quide.. 


\ 
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Minutes of the 
Board of Directors 


Meeting 
By Paul Girard, KC6TZU 


The regular meeting of the 
Board of Directors was held in the 
conference room of Trinity Part- 
ners, Inc., 200 Pringle Avenue, 
Suite 260, Walnut Creek. Preced- 
ing the meeting at 7:30 p.m. a tour 
of the facility was given by mem- 
ber Andy Coy. 

President Larry Gansz called 
the meeting to order at 8:06 p.m. 
Board members present were 
Larry Gansz, Treasurer Greg 
Estep, Emergency Coordinator 
Sam Lipson and Director Ray 
Gasch. Board members absent 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

The Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club adopts as its mission to em- 
ploy public relations, publicity and public awareness as a viable tool in 
promoting the awareness of amateur radio as a scientific hobby through 
public education. 

Toward this goal, MDARC will offer at least one class per quarter 
to the community. 

The club will support, to the best of its ability, the communication 
needs of public service events. 

It is the mission of the Mt.. Diablo Amateur Radio Club to be 
prepared for any emergency, and it is our objective to be ready to 
serve the public using any communications mode available to us as 
amateur radio operators. 

Our members are valuable assets to the community, and to the 
organization. We will endeavor to acquaint operator with operator in 
the community, across the states and around the world. 

We recognize youth as our most valuable asset. The Mt. Diablo 
Amateur Radio Club will promote youth programs that focus on ama- 
teur radio. 

By being active, we, the members of the Mt. Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club have as our objective and mission, the increase in our 
active membership in not only our own organization, but the Ameri- 
can Radio Relay League and other amateur radio organizations em- 
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be subject to background checks 
by the Department of Justice and 
that full fingerprints will be required 
as part of the screening process. 
Costs will be borne by the Sheriff's 
Office and the County Depart- 
ment of Public Health. He re- 
ported that a list of approved tow 
vehicle drivers for the communi- 
cations trailer is being submitted 
to the City of Martinez by 
Emmanuel Tsompanas, 
KC6RUF, chair of the trailer com- 
mittee. 

Membership: Dick Schulze 
reported membership stands at 
596. The breakdown is 408 indi- 
vidual members and 188 family 
members. He emphasized that all 
members are equal. He also re- 
ported on an investigation into a 
commercial telephone line and 


were: Vice President Ignacio 
Huerta, Secretary Bruce Crosky 


bracing our philosophies. 


listing for the club would cost 
$14.82 as opposed to $9.96, but 


and director Paul Dickey. Visistors 
were Greg Nelson, Dick Brown, Dick Schulze, Ed Ritchie, Vic Kaste 
and Paul Girard, named acting secretary for the meeting. 

Absent officers will be contacted by the President to determine the 
reason for absences and continuing intent. 

The next meeting will be April 22 at 7:30 p.m. at The Hickr’y Pit 
(Emil Villas) Willow Pass Road at Gateway Blvd., in the Concord Park 
‘N Shop. 


Treasurer Greg Estep reported total assets of $25,292 in three 


separate accounts: $10,014 Bank of America Money Market; $8,303, 
GWS CorpMax and $6,975 in checking as of March 17 and exclud- 
ing income from the last club meeting (auction).. He also presented a 
“what if” scenario that excludes income from PACIFICON. In the first 
scenario the club would have a deficit of $3,355 using income of 
$16,375 and current planned expenses of $19,730. In the second 
scenario with a $5 dues increase and a self funding picnic the deficit 
would be $855 on income of $18,875 and expenses of $19,730. In 
the final scenario in which the Carrier is cut to six times annually and 
the picnic is self funding, the income is $16,875 and expenses are 
$17,230. President Gansz suggested that the finance committee con- 
tinue looking at the “what if's” and present other scenarios. He noted 
it is important for all club members to be fully aware of our financial 
situation. 


Auction: Greg Estep and Dick Brown reported an unaudited net 
to the club of $2,200 on trust “sales” of $4,400. The income in- 
cluded $1,740 from the sale of equipment donated to the club by 
estates and individuals. Dick Brown reported this was the highest yield- 
ing single event since 1991, the last year for which figures are readily 
available. He attributed a measure of success to the work of Dennis 
Fuller and ample advance publicity. It was noted that the club auction 
is just one night before the San Francisco Radio Club auction, and 
that we may be losing some participation to San Francisco. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as published 
in the Carrier. 

Committee Reports: 

Emergency Coordinator: Sam Lipson reported basic training 
will take place on March 21 at the Martinez City Hall. He also re- 
ported that future members of the ARES/RACES organization will 


this allows the club one white page 
and one yellow page listing. Discussion followed on the potential need 
to list in telephone books other than Central Contra Costa County at 
$1.75 per month per listing. The cost would more than likely be split 
with PACIFICON. The matter continues under discussion with refine- 
ments due before the June cutoff for advertising. 

Public Relations: Paul Girard reported that a committee has 
been formed, but has not yet formally met. He reported a missed 
public relations/publicity opportunity when the trailer was turned over 
to the City of Martinez without fanfare, photos or press attention. The 
transfer was done without notification. He said relationships with the 
newspapers, radio and television will develop as time moves on. How- 
ever, it is important that he be advised of events of interest. Ray Gasch 
wanted to know why the story on the book donations went unheeded. 
That is the prerogative of the paper, Girard replied. He said publicity 
is easy to get once relationships are established and stories go in well 
written. The committee replied to a request for information on RFI- 
TVI from the Antioch Daily Ledger. The story came about because 
of interference caused by a group of CB’ers who are running illegal 
linear amplifiers. Girard, Larry Bevier and Bill Hall were involved in 
the response. The Public Relations committee will begin soon to gear 
up for the 50th anniversary of the club in 1997. The board decided 
the event would be a year long, not just one day and would tie to 
PACIHICON, and other events and would include a special event sta- 
tion among other events. 

WEB Page: Paul Girard reported that WWW.MDARC.ORG is 
the site for the club web page being designed by Greg Nelson, Jack 
Riley and Mick Galvin in conjunction with Andy Coy of Trinity Part- 
ners. Material for the page, including logos and information from the 
club brochure is in the hands of Trinity Partners. A meeting of the 
Web Page committee will be held within the next two weeks on de- 
sign and content. The page will have hyperlinks, photos, etc.. 

PACIFICON: Dick Brown reported the contracts with the Hilton 
Hotel are ready to be signed. The dinner cost will be $32 and the 
speakers will be author Cynthia Hall and her brother. The club is 
obligated to prepare the ARRL Pacific Division Newsletter for mailing 
prior to PACIFICON. Jim and Barbara Whitley are doing PACIFI- 
CON publicity and will welcome help from the Public Relations Com- 


continued on page 12 
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Letters to the Editor 


Surf City 


ENOUGH ALREADY! 

At the risk of being considered an old 
fogey, I would like to give my views relative 
to ham radio, computers and the Internet. 
While I agree that there is a lot of informa- 
tion on the Internet and that a home com- 
puter can provide hours of entertainment, | 
am of the opinion that ham radio has more 
to it than sitting at a keyboard and looking at 


a video screen. Our club is the Mount Diablo . 


Amateur Radio Club, not the Mount Diablo 
Amateur Computer Club. What is happen- 
ing to us? The Carrier is monopolized by 
Internet articles. Our club meetings seem 
more and more like computer club meetings 
and so far as ham radio is concerned, it is 
pushed to the back burner. A few members 
participate in Field Day, but many of those 
who do participate do not take a part in our 
club’s activities during the balance of the year. 
Is there a message there? Is it possible that 
our non-ham activities do not bring out our 
members and that we should readdress the 
direction we are going? How long has it been 
since anyone wrote an article for the CAR- 
RIER related to DX? Shouldn’t we have a 
few technical programs at our monthly meet- 
ings and some technically oriented articles in 
the Carrier? We don’t have product reviews 
and we don’t hear about home construction 
projects (yes, there are still a few who build 
electronic equipment.) 

The cost of printing the Carrier is a sub- 
stantial part of our annual budget. Nothing 
says that we have to fill all of the pages you 
can send for thirty two cents; if we limited 
the coverage of non-ham articles, perhaps 
our printing cost would go down and we 
might get a few articles related to our com- 
mon hobby, ham radio. In any event, maybe 
we can slow down the attention being given 
to the Internet and make ours a radio club 
again. 

Richard M. Shappee WA5HQJ 


I'll be happy to publish amateur radio- 
related technical articles in the Carrier. As 
I’ve said elsewhere, with a club the size of 
MDARC, I should be getting at least 2-3 
quality technical articles a month. Where 
are they? Let’s bury the Internet hatchet 
and get busy, shall we? - Ed. 


7 
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This is in response to Walter’s (KB6QIB) 
comments in the March ’96 issue of the 
Carrier in reference to the Internet and Ama- 
teur Radio. I applaud Walter’s raising the is- 
sue of relevance, as I have often wondered 
the same. In many ways, Walter feels Inter- 
net technology is about as useless to hams as 
(in my opinion) Morse Code is in this hi-tech, 
digital age. 


I do, however, agree with the editor 
(NJ6A) that the Internet is relevant. In addi- 
tion to the valuable resources available to 
hams on the net, and the recruitment possi- 
bilities it opens up, I would like to offer Walter 
another possible use for the Net. 

1 think what is really exciting about the 
Internet is not what it offers today, but what 
it will become in the future. For me, the real 
excitement about the Internet for hams lies 
in its potential. Today the Web is text & graph- 
ics based, and very boring. Although no one 
can say for sure what tomorrow will bring, I 
personally believe the Web of tomorrow will 
resemble television, in a kind of pay-per-view 
model, rather than a broadcast one. We can’t 
do this today, because a 14.4KBaud modem 
(as most of us still use) doesn’t have the band- 
width to support such high amounts of data. 


But ina few years we will. That added band- 


width will also mean many capabilities for 
other types of Internet data, such as audio. 
My primary ham interest being VHF & 


UHF repeaters, I am very excited about us- - 


ing the Internet for audio linking purposes. 
Imagine you wanted to link a group of re- 
peaters throughout the state. You want on 
central ‘hub’, or switching center, so that each 
repeater will have the same audio quality with 
no audio delay (i.e. all repeaters going up at 
the same time on key up). AND you want 
your system to operate even when power 
lines and phones go down. 

The Internet is a perfect match for what I 
envision. Sending real-time audio over the 
net is being done TODAY, and I venture it 
will only get better as bandwidth improves. 
This would allow you to link repeater radios 
anywhere you can get Internet access. You 
could establish a link between California and 
Hawaii even; something NOT possible with 
a traditional radio link. 

Using the Internet would be much cheaper 
than a standard phone link, and could be 
more reliable, too. A data line using SONET 
technology, for example, could reroute data 
in as little as 15 seconds, if lines were sud- 


denly severed. 

Admittedly, what I have described is a 
rather radical and controversial use of the 
Internet. But combine my ideas with the pos- 
sibilities of world-wide email, and you have 
an emergency traffic handling system that 
packet radio will never touch. 

Tam not down playing the role of packet 
radio (or even Morse code). Each technol- 
ogy has its unique usefulness. But we must 
not downplay new technologies like the In- 
ternet simply because it is not radio based. 
Just as the telephone is usually the end-all of 
an NTS message, the Internet should be 
viewed as another important tool. Just some 
of its tools probably haven’t been explored 
yet .... 
John Bondon N6UGD 


Relevant or not, the Internet is here to 
stay. It’s already getting orders of magni- 
tude more media coverage than amateur 
radio has probably gotten in its 90 year 
history. This trend will continue for the 
foreseeable future. Our best bet is to find 
ways to integrate the Internet into our 
hobby, rather than attempting to shun it. 
If we choose the latter, history will pass us 
by the same way it passed by the diehard 
spark operators in the 20’s. - Ed. 
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I have to say that in many ways I agree 
with Walt, KB6QIB, and his letter in the 
March Carrier. Communicating over the 
internet is not ham radio, and I suspect there 
will be some number of potential future hams 
who will decide to forego the RF forms of 
communication in favor of typing into the 
telephone. After all, who needs QRM, QRN 
& QSB when you have Iphone and a CB 
Simulator. How many of us come home from 
work and spend some of our precious recre- 
ational time “surfing the net” or reading e- 
mail when we. could be on the air tracking 
down “a new one” or ragchewing with old 
friends. Think about it. 

There are, however, two sides to the coin. 
We hams get information about our hobby 
in a variety of ways. We read QST, CQ, 73, 
World Radio, Nuts & Volts, QRPp, Satellite 
Operator, The AMSAT Journal, OSCAR 
Satellite Reports, QRP Quarterly, Packet 
Status Register, various DX newsletters and 
of course The Caner (just to name a few). 
None of these go out over the airwaves, but 
they have been a part of our hobby for years, 
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and yes, they take up time we could be spend- 
ing on the air or at the workbench. There is 
a great deal of useful ham radio information 
to be had on the internet (and a lot of useless 
junk too) and it provides a way to quickly 
send large files, text formatting and other 
things that can’t be handled by the packet 
network. We can even link the packet and 
internet worlds together and send e-mail to 
both ham and non-ham friends via packet, 
and we can receive e-mail from other hams 
in our packet mailboxes. What's going on 
here? 

I think one clue lies in a comment I got 
from another internet user, “I can’t operate 
my rig from my workplace, but I can still play 
at my hobby over the internet.” I wonder 
how many other ham internet users would 
be so candid (employers take note). Perhaps, 
as in anything, a bit of balance is in order. 
There will always be distractions that keep 
the soldering irons in the toolbox and us off 
the air, but as long as we keep things in per- 
spective we should be fine. After all, this is a 
hobby. The only thing that scares me a little 
about the internet (other than the govern- 
ment getting it’s hooks into it - but that’s an- 
other story) is the effect it could have on re- 
cruiting new hams from future generations. 
Here it is incumbent on us, the existing ham 
community, to keep the hobby as new, up- 
to-date, exciting and on-the-cutting-edge as 
possible. How are we doing on that score? 
Think about it. 

If you'd like to comment to me directly 
on this you can send me e-mail to: 
kc6eij@amsat.org, or if you'd like to involve 
some RF in the process: 
KC6EIJ@KB6EAML.#NOCAL.CA, but if 
you'd really like to make my day, tell me about 
it on 7.035 +/- 10 KHz. 73 de KC6EL sk 
dit dit 


There is certainly something to be said 
for getting on the air versus “surfing the 
net”, but let’s face it, getting on the net is 
much easier than getting on the air Many 
households already have the requisite com- 
puter, there are no license exams to study 
for and the net, like it or not, is pop cul- 
ture in the 90’s. If we, as amateurs, want 
to attract some of the “surfers” to our 
hobby, we have an uphill battle to fight. 

As for personal Internet access at work, 
some of us take lunchbreaks. We’re not 
all ripping our employers off. -Ed. 


The Buck Stops Where? 


Our club, with its 600 or more members, 
has three separate entities with bank ac- 
counts. These are MDARC, the Rocky Ridge 
Repeater Group and PACIFICON. The cu- 
mulative amount of cash we have in the vari- 
ous bank accounts and certificates of deposit 
is substantial. In recent years, the Board of 
Directors questioned why we were maintain- 
ing such large amounts of money and not 
using it to promote amateur radio. 

Accordingly, a capital budget committee 
was appointed who accumulated member’s 
recommendations as to what we should do 
with our funds. These recommendations 
were presented to the Board and subse- 
quently put to the general membership for 
approval. A capital expenditure plan was 
generated and some of our funds were ex- 
pended for good causes. 

Now it appears that we no longer plan to 
expend capital funds. The thought seems to 
exist that if we do so, we are somehow ‘liv- 
ing off PACIHCON’. The concern is raised 
about what we would do if we didn’t have 
PACIFICON. It is my belief that all commit- 
tees of MDARC that are profitable should 
expect their profits to be spent. When the 
money is not available, we won't spend it. 
We are not an investment club and it seems 
wrong to me that we are able to invest in 
certificates of deposit or to maintain bank 
balances grossly in excess of what is needed 
to keep the club solvent. What is the money 
for if not to enhance amateur radio or pro- 
vide community service? Our officers and 
board members should plan a spend-down 
program to bring our cash position toa more 
reasonable level and future annual budgets 
should plan to maintain a suitable level of 
cash in the bank. If there is some other plan 
for the money, perhaps the board will tell us 
of it. 

Richard M. Shappee WASHQJ 
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For the past three years our club has done 
a remarkable job for the ham community 
with their presentations of Pacificon. The 
Boards of Directors of the club and Pacifi- 
con, and hundreds of volunteers have de- 


voted thousands of hours to create a most 
special event. 

Why is it, though, that we have never 
seen a detailed report of income and ex- 
penses for Pacificon ‘93, ‘94, or ‘95? With 
combined financial activities probably exceed- 
ing $100,000.00 for these three conven- 
tions, the only published figures seem to be 
the surplus funds (profit). Do I correctly recall 
that Pacificon is an activity of the MDARC, 
and therefore we, the members of the 
MDARC assume the responsibility for its fis- 
cal state? , 

I hope that this noticeable omission from 
the pages of the Carrier for the past three 
years doesn’t indicate that there is some sort 
of agreement among three different Boards 
of Directors to keep Pacificon’s financial ac- 
tivities secret from it’s stockholders (members). 

We have some of the most dedicated, 
respectable, community minded radio ama- 
teurs at the helm of Pacificon. Many have 
the qualifications to be corporate CEO’s and 
I do not dispute their honesty or devotion. 
Additionally, it is the responsibility of these 
people to provide a professional accounting 
to its members. 

I have worked side by side with many of 
these Pacificon and board members over the 
years, and do not wish to lose their friend- 
ship by being the one to bring this lack of 
accounting out in the open. It is for this rea- 
son that my identity is not divulged. The 
Carrier’s masthead on page two delineates 
the club’s policy for publishing articles and 


~ does not indicate a prohibition of anonymous 


letters. My anonymity does not change the 


_ validity of this matter. 


The current board should publish all past 
Pacificon accountings and the club member- 
ship should give consideration to changing 
its bylaws thereby requiring full disclosure 
annually, of on-going conventions. 

Thank you. 


This is the first, and last, anonymous 
letter that will run in the Carrier. Since I 
haven’t stated this policy until now, I felt I 
had to run this letter out of fairness. All 
letters to the editor must be signed. I will 
withhold your name, if you desire, but all 
letters must be signed. - Ed. 
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY UPDATE 


by Dick Schulze, AAGDL 


MDARC is pleased to welcome the following new member: 


MYERS, Robert Todd(Todd), KE6AXC, Technician. (510}473-0351(h) 
190 W. Tenth Street, Pittsburg, CA 94565 


The following renewed after the directory was published: 
ANDERSON, Carl G., AA6IM, Extra. (510}689-7316(h) 
4062 Sacramento St., Concord, CA 94521 


BARRAGAN, Deborah L., KE6MRK, Technician. 
1822 E. 24th Street, Oakland, CA 94606 


GREENWOOD, James A.(Jim), KE6IRT, Technician. (510)}779-0166{h) 
2008 Cavallo Rd. #5, Antioch, CA 94509 


HOODYE, M., KE6CRH, Technician. (510}625-7212(h) 
25 Sparrow Hawk Court, Oakley, CA 94561 (510}975-8063(w) 


KARP, Doug, KE6SSO, Technician. (510}680-7543(h) 
743 San Simeon Dr., Concord, CA (510}680-7543(w) (510}825-9613(fx) 


NOCK, Tom, KD6VA, Advanced. Bea (510}-939-2708(h) 
2125 Skycrest Dr., Walnut Creek, CA 94595 


PAPPENFUS, James M.(Jim), N6EKW, General. Pam (510}687-6569(h) 
3649 S. Ranchford Ct., Concord, CA 94520 (510}432-2995(w) (510}427-3091(fx) 


Please note there have been changes, shown in bold, for the following: 


COONS, Donald D.(Don), KF6BFJ, General, Judy (510)}-458-2649(h) 
33 Sandview Dr., Bay Point, CA 94565 


HARDING, Arnold, KQ6DI, Advanced. Marion Wirstlin KE6WBL WA6YHJ(BBS) 
642 Hanover Street, Livermore, CA 94550-1862 


LIPSON, Sam, KO6JR, Extra. Sabiha (610}229-5705(h) KA6FUB(BBS) sands@tpi-.net(email) 
2047 Olympic Dr., Martinez, CA 94553 (510}669-4096(w) (510}:229-5737(fx) 


MORES, William J.(Bill), N6FER, Extra. Helene a KD4CVR(BBS) . 
134 Pulido Road, Danville, CA 94526 


STRAUS, Jeff, KE6QYM, Technician. Eileen (610}933-9484(h) KA6FUB(BBS), 
~ jstraus@viking.dvc.edu(email) 
145 Cafeto Court, Walnut Creek, CA 94598 


TRIGG, John M., KF6APX, Technician. Susan (510}687-2850(h) 
1506 Lucky Dr., Concord, CA 94519-2430 (510}-370-1280(w) 


WHITELY, Barbara L., KE6MDA, Tech plus. Jim W6LTI (510}-685-1905(h) 
3843 Concord Blvd., Concord, CA 94519 


WHITELY, James S., W6LTI, Exrtra. Barbara KE6DMA (510)-685-1905(h) 
3843 Concord Blvd., Concord, CA 94519 
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Date 


04/13 
Sat. 


04/14 
Sun. 


04/19-22 
Fri-Mon 


04/20 
Sat. 


04/27 
Sat. 


04/27 
Sat. 


05/05 
Sun. 


05/11 
Sat. 


05/18 
Sat. 


05/18 
Sat. 


06/01 
Sat 


06/02- 
06/08 
Sun-Sat 
06/15 
Sat. 


06/15 
Sat. 


06/22 
Sat. 


07/04 
Thu. 


07/13 
Sat. 


09/08 
Sun. 


09/14 
Sat. 


09/14 
Sat. 


1996 MDARC Public Service Events 


Event and Location 


Rose Peak Ride 

International Arabian Horse Assoc. 

Sunol Regional Wilderness; E. of Fremont 
Multiple Sclerosis Walk 

Heather Farms Park, Walnut Creek 


Baker-To-Vegas Challenge Cup Relay Race 
L.A.PD. Revolver & Athletic Club 

(Support Fremont, Alameda P.D.s & S.F. FBI) 
John Muir Bike Adventure 

American Lung Association 

Martinez 

March of Dimes Walk-America 

Heather Farms, Walnut Creek 


unknown 
San Ramon 


Devil Mountain Run 
Danville 


Human Race 

Volunteer Center of Contra Costa 
Lafayette Reservoir 

The Clean Air (Bike) Challenge 

American Lung Association 

Danville 

Black Diamond Mine Footrace & Bike Run 


Fragile-X Syndrome Research; Clayton Youth + 


Antioch to Clayton 

Endurance Trail Ride 

Mt. Diablo Endurance Rides, Danville 
Tasajara Rd, S. of Mt. Diablo 

California AIDS Ride 

San Francisco AIDS Foundation 

San Francisco to Los Angeles 

Trailride 

Moraga Horsemen’s Assoc. 

Anthony Chabot Regional Park; Oakland 
11th Great American Bike Ride 
American Lung Association 

Pleasanton 

Mission Peak Trailride 

International Arabian Horse Assoc. 
Sunol Regional Wilderness; E. of Fremont 
Pleasant Hill 4th of July Parade 

Pleasant Hill 


Danville Family Bike Tour 
American Lung Association 
Danville 

Walnut Festival Run 
Walnut Creek 


Walnut Festival Parade 
Walnut Creek 


Las Trampas Trailride 
Las Trampas Stables, San Ramon 


Event Contact 


Rita Schlimh 
510 657-5827 


Ben Mattley 
800/FIGHTMS 
510/268-0572 
Mark Keiser, N4OGL 
510/792-1661 


Barry Tyler 

w 510/935-0472 
h 510/837-0208 
Stein Erickson 

w 510 449-2984 
h 209 835-1154 
Jennifer Neusbaum 


Ed Richie, K6SFD 
h 510/837-3265 


Lauren Styles, WA6CIE 
w 510/460-4982 

h 510/676-2186 
Barry Tyler 


~ w 510/935-0472 


h 510/837-0208 

Darryl Whaley 
672-5286 | 
gowhale@ix.netcom.com 
Sheldon Sussman 
510/838-5533 


Wendy Stancer 
415/908-0400, ext. 410 


Laura Fend 
510/935-8174 


Barry Tyler 

w 510/935-0472 
h 510/837-0208 
Rita Schlim 
510/657-5827 


Bob Williams, NGUTX 
h 510/934-1873 


Barry Tyler 
w 510/935-0472 
h 510/837-0208 


Harry Styron 
Harry Styron 


Liz Leahy 
510/838-7546 


# Op: s. Ham Coordinator 


6 


70 


10 


lots 


doe Gregory, WA6DQN 
h 510 283-6560 


Greg Estep, KE6VTA 
510/551-8369 


Non-MDARC 

Mark Keiser, N4OGL 
510/792-1661 

John Stuart, KM6QX 

h 510/283-2797 

w 415/973-3256 
Charles Arthur, KE6GKM 
h 510/706-2625 


Dick Brown, KT6X 
h 510/676-9048 


Ed Richie, K6SFD 
h 510/837-3265 


Lauren Styles, WA6CIE 
w 510/460-4982 

h 510/676-2186 
John Stuart, KM6QX 
h 510/283-2797 

w 415/973-3256 

Bob Prater, KE6TEI 
510/687-3023 


Joe Gregory, WA6DQN 
h 510 283-6560 


Non-MDARC 

Wendy Stancer 
415/908-0400, ext. 410 
doe Gregory, WA6DQN 
h 510 283-6560 


John Stuart, KM6QX 

h 510/283-2797 

w 415/973-3256 

Joe Gregory, WA6DQN 
h 510 283-6560 


Bob Williams, N6UTX 
h 510/934-1873 


John Stuart, KM6QX 
h 510/283-2797 

w 415/973-3256 
Dick Brown, KT6X 

h 510/676-9048 


Joe Gregory, WA6DQN 
h 510 283-6560 
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Board Meeting Minutes 
continued from page 7 . 


mittee, he said. 

Carrier: The editor of the Carrier was 
not present. However, Dick Brown asked why 
the Carrier was not yet up on the club BBS. 
Dick Schulze said he would make an inquiry. 
Ray Gasch reported he had been working 
with the Post Office on bulk rate mailing privi- 
leges. It was agreed that Greg Estep would 
be the signator on the application and that 
the physical address of the Carrier would be 
that of Paul Girard, 3775 Walnut Avenue, 
Concord CA 94519-1947 although we will 
continue to utilize the postal box in Pleasant 
Hill. 

By-Laws: Paul Girard said the commit- 
tee of Dick Schulze, Vic Kaste, Ed Ritchie 
and he had met once and that considerable 
progress had been made on potential revi- 
sions. No date for completion of the task 
was given. 

BBS: Dick Brown reported 60 club mem- 
bers are signed onto the club BBS, which is 
free to all club members utilizing a limited 
number of hours. More information is being 
loaded on a continuing basis. It now has the 
entire membership data base, some articles 
and information. 

Vision and Mission: President Larry 
asked how the board wanted to proceed on 
the report of the Vision and Mission Com- 
mittee. It was agreed by the board that the 
document would be accepted as written and 
that it was important that all areas of the 
“thoughtful and insightful” report be ad- 
dressed by task forces prepared to actively 

work toward implementation. A target for 
’ formation of the committees was PACIFl 
CON. By the date of the anniversary cel- 
ebration much should be evident. Larry said 
he would make appointments of club mem- 
bers to implement the priority items and noted 
that the Public Relations and By-Laws areas 
are already filled. The area dealing with the 
club commitment to youth will be chaired by 
Ignacio Huerta and Barry Issacs. Paul Girard 
will prepare an article (or articles) for the 
Carrier on the work of the committee. 

CLUB INSURANCE: Greg Estep re- 
viewed the club liability policy and noted that 
officers and directors are covered only in the 
performance of their specific duties. He sug- 
gested that the club look into specific Offices 
and Directors insurance. It was pointed out 
that members of the Rocky Ridge and PACI- 
FICON groups are probably not covered, or 
covered adequately. He will investigate fur- 
ther. 

Adjourn: No other business before the 
board, the meeting was adjourned at 10:05 
p.m. 


Mystery of the Long-Delayed Echo Solved! 
By Tess LaKoyle, ACODC 


Long-delayed echoes in the radio spectrum have long puzzled radio amateurs and scientists 
alike. These mysterious and eerie echoes, some delayed by tens of seconds, seem to come 
from sources deep within the solar system and even interstellar space. 

Not long ago, a team of researchers lead by Dr. Irving M. Phargone at a secret government 
research lab, solved the mystery of the echoes. Using a supercooled, superconducting antenna 
called a dynatron, the researchers have determined that the echoes are coming from a previ- 
ously undetected quantum black hole orbiting the sun in an erratic orbit that extends from 
inside the orbit of Mercury to outside the orbit of Uranus. The immense gravity of the black 
hole is warping space and reradiating any electromagnetic emissions, including radio waves, 
falling into its gravity well. 

The scientists have determined the reradiation is delayed in proportion to the frequency of 
the original signal. Signals in the 144 Mhz and 450 Mhz bands are delayed by several seconds, 
but due to a strange and little-understood quantum effect, signals in the AM broadcast band 
can be delayed by several years to several decades. This effect was first discovered when the 
researchers began detecting old broadcasts of the Amos and Andy and the Lone Ranger 
shows coming from the direction of the black hole. 

Dr. Phargone’s team is now working on practical applications for the echoes. One applica- 
tion that looks promising for radio amateurs is a wide coverage repeater. Such a repeater 
would offer extended wide-area coverage with no operating costs. At present, a dynatron 
needed to effectively use the repeater is over 150 feet in diameter and costs $1.5 million, but 
Dr. Phargone is confident that within two years he can reduce the size to 18 inches and the 
cost to $499, 

The next phase of Dr. Phargone’s research will have an even greater impact on society. 
According to Dr. Phargone, “by modulating the phase of a carrier signal directed at the black 
hole, we can send signals far into the future. This is theoretically possible, yes.” The implica- 
tions of this breakthrough stagger the imagination. 


Last Call For RRRG Sweatshirts 

April 19 is the last day to pay for and order the Rocky Ridge Repeater Group’s 
sweatshirts. 

The shirts are plum color and have a fully embroidered RRRG logo on the back. 
The logo is about eight inches in diameter. The shirts are truly a fashion statement 
for the well groomed ham, said Paul Girard, KC6TZU. 

The logo is the official logo of the RRRG. 

Shirts are being sold at $36.00 each and should be ready about May 20. They 
are made by Cross-Creek and are 60 percent cotton and 40 percent polyester. 

“This is the last opportunity to order these shirts,” Girard said. He urged quick 
action by wishing to order. Use the order form below. 


TO: RRRG 
P.O. BOX 23222 
PLEASANT HILL CA 94523 
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NETS 


Contra Costa County ARES/RACES Nets 
Tuesdays 1930 Hours Thursdays, 1900 Hours , 
147.060/+ (100 pl) Central County 145.680 Simplex 
Net Control: Barry, KC6WYA dim Brunk, N6BHX 
Phone Net Thursdays 1930 Hours (510) 372-8248 
147.060/+ (100 pl) East County 146.535 Simplex 


Net Control: Jay Caldis, KT6Y dim Tittle, KC6SOE 
ATV Net Thursdays 2000 Hours . (510) 432-3220 
Net Control: Mike Burke, KBGRMT South County 146.355/+ (100 pl) 
Alternate: Don Smith, W6NKF Greg Nelson, WB6MBD 
Youth Net Thursdays 1900 Hours (510) 933-5381 
147.060/+ (100 pl) ; West County 145.110/ 
Net Control: Jeff Burke, KE6YAW dim Parker, KD6JCT 
(510) 237-2777 
Contra Costa County Emergency Services HF Net QSY to 147.735/- at 1920 Hours 
First Thursday following first Wednesday, 2000 Hours, 3.895 Meeting of all County ARES/RACES Nets 
MHz. Net Control: Sam Lipson, KO6JR 


Sheriff’s Amateur Radio Communications Team 
Clay Yale, N6YBQ 
(510) 228-8223 


1996 MDARC Public Service Events 


continued from page 11 

Date ent and Location Event Contact ~ # Ops. Ham Coordinator 
09/28-29 Competition Championship Ride Rita Schlim 16 Joe Gregory, WA6DQN 
Sat-Sun International Arabian Horse Assoc. 510/657-5827 h 510 283-6560 

Del Valle State Rec. Area; S. of Livermore 
10/6 American Diabetic Assoc. Walkathon Mike Patterson, KE6JGA 7 Mike Patterson, KE6JGA 
Sun. Chevron Park, San Ramon h 510/944-8786 h 510/944-8786 
10/06 Mountain (Bike) Challenge Barry Tyler John Stuart, KM6QX 
Sun. American Lung Association w 510/935-0472 h 510/283-2797 

Mt. Diablo h 510/837-0208 w 415/973-3256 
11/02 Get Dirty Adventure (Run) Barry Tyler dohn Stuart, KM6QX 
Sat. American Lung Association w 510/935-0472 ; h 510/283-2797 


Mt. Diablo h 510/837-0208 w 415/973-3256 


Secretary’s Report 


continued from page 3 


THEMSELVES bounce off the moon!! This is not reductcio ad absurdum but reality. This is where we are going. Don’t believe me? Call HRO 
or any other vendor and ask “How’s business?” Read the ads in QST or CQ and see the constant “sales” and give-a-ways. They are telling us that 
we are dying out and going to the “net”. I remember when I got on 7210, the only frequency SSB was allowed to operate in peace. I remember 
Parky, K6IMV’s constant ribbing about my “Donald Duck” signal and my telling him to get a “modern station”. Well, it seems it has come full 
circle and I need to get modern too. But how can you replace the magic of a SRSBC calling you with a “chat room” line on the screen from 
“Scotty Starwars” from someplace in New Jersey connected by telephone wires? For me, you never will. 

Some may take exception to this line of thought and I apologize for that and my lousy writing style. All I can say is that I use a mic and a key, 
not a keyboard. If you have any comment or response to direct to me, you can leave a note on the Packetcluster or AH@U@WAG6HAM. I have 
no email address. Real hams don’t need no stinking email! 
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